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should not suffer them to have a Duma at all, but that if we
believed in their patriotism we should allow their repre-
sentative body to function naturally, he concluded: "For
my part, I have abiding faith in Russia, I believe in the
Russian people, and I believe that their Duma will be pa-
triotic because it will be made up of public-spirited Russians.
I have, therefore, no fear of the future." In consequence
of this plea His Majesty refused to entertain further the
proposal of Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich.
There was also a sharp difference of opinion among the
members of this special conference, as in the Council of
Ministers, regarding judicial tenure of office. The Minister
of Justice, Akimov, and myself spoke in favour of affirming
the Emperor's right of dismissing judges. My contentions
were, first, that the existing principle of the irremovability
of magistrates restricted only the power of the Minister of
Justice and of the higher judiciary in general over subordi-
nate officials, and could not apply to the Emperor himself,
since the act had been promulgated at a time when the
Monarch's sovereignty was not subject to limitation; second,
that, due to the introduction of a new era on October I7th,
with the concomitant abridgement of the ruler's authority,
it now became necessary for the first time to decide whether
or not the Emperor should surrender the prerogative in
question; third, that if His Majesty reserved this privilege
exclusively for himself, neither delegating it to subordinates
nor granting it to the people, the result would be to encour-
age and safeguard the independence and impartiality of the
administrators of justice. Count Palen strenuously opposed
this view, apparently forgetting that while he was Minister
of Justice, he had found it expedient in the case of examin-
ing judges to get around the legal prohibition of removal
by discontinuing the appointment of regular magistrates and
assigning to all vacancies substitutes, whose tenure is not
fixed by law, so that at present our examining judges are all